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	Course Title
	ECTS credits
	Hrs
	Semester
	Course Instructor

	Mental Representation
	4
	30
	winter or summer
	Dr Krystyna Bielecka

	Philosophy of Mind
	4
	30
	winter or summer
	Dr Krystyna Bielecka

	​Problems of Christianity
	4
	30
	winter 
	Prof. Zbigniew Kaźmierczak

	Philosophy of Capitalism
	4
	30
	winter or summer
	Prof. Bartosz Kuźniarz

	Contemporary Social Theory
	4
	30
	winter or summer 
	Prof. Bartosz Kuźniarz

	The Main Issues of Bioethics
	4
	30
	winter or summer
	Dr Joanna Smakulska

	Cognitive Processes in Human Brain


	4
	30
	winter or summer
	Mgr Olgierd Borawiecki

	Philosophie francaise contemporaine
	4
	15
	summer
	Prof. Małgorzata Kowalska

	
	
	
	
	


Courses’ short descriptions
	Course Title
	Course Instructor
	Short description
	Suggested literature (selection)

	Mental Representation
	Dr Krystyna Bielecka
	The problem of the role of mental representation in cognition and its nature is one of the main issues in philosophy of mind and cognitive sciences. In this course, we will discuss classical theories of mental representation, such as the one defended by Jerry Fodor, and modern theories of mental representation, such as teleosemantics, whose foundations are found in the work of Ruth G. Millikan. Some examples from cognitive science, such as spatial navigation of rats in a maze or mental images, will be analyzed in order to better understand the nature of mental representation, its role and applications in contemporary philosophy and cognitive sciences.
	M.H. Bickhard, The interactivist model, „Synthese” 166(3), 2008, p. 547-591; J.A. Fodor, A theory of content and other essays, Cambridge 1992; R.G. Millikan, Biosemantics, [w:] White Queen psychology and other essays for Alice, Cambridge 1995, p. 83-123.



	Philosophy of Mind
	Dr Krystyna Bielecka
	This course will discuss classical problems of philosophy of mind, such as the nature of mind, the mind/body problem, folk psychology, the relation between human and non-human minds, connections between mind and language, as well as modern issues, such as the extended mind and its role in environment or whether cognition can be distributed and enacted as enactivism or theories of distributed cognition. 
	

	Problems of Christianity
	Prof. Zbigniew Kaźmierczak
	The lecture is focused on the content of the Christian doctrine, its consistency as well as its relationship to modern science. As far as the Catholic doctrine goes, questions are asked about the historical and psychological role of the primacy of the pope. The roots of the ascetical ideal in the Catholic church are critically examined. The lecture discusses the psychological consequences of some traumatic elements of the Catholic doctrine, namely the celibacy conceived of as the imitation of Christ as well as the redemptive idea of human suffering. Can we talk about an ecclesiological neurosis when we study the social and intellectual impact of the Christian Church?
	

	Philosophy of Capitalism
	Prof. Bartosz Kuźniarz
	This course is about capitalism: the social system in which we live. We start with prehistory, reflecting on the significance of the cognitive and the agricultural (agrarian, Neolithic) revolutions for modern economic life. How does the life of hunter-gatherers explain our penchant for chocolate and chips, as well as the content of the first chapters of Genesis? Next, we take a look at the origins and specificity of what Karl Marx called the accumulation of capital. Is capitalism a secular extension of Protestantism or Judaism? What exactly is money? What happened to capitalism after the countercultural revolution of the 1960s – Woodstock and the hippies? Why has the internet changed almost everything in the case of capitalism? Can capitalism be replaced? We end with a journey into the future and the posthumanist dimension of capitalism. Why do we need economic growth? It is possible that contrary to popular belief the ultimate beneficiary of economic growth is not the self-interested individual known as the economic man, but some new, superhuman form of being?
	

	Contemporary Social Theory
	Dr Bartosz Kuźniarz
	What has the net and Google done to us? We have reached the stage in which we have access to all information in all places at all times. All you need is a phone with Internet connection. Paradoxically, it didn’t make us any wiser. We lack adequate theory – for it is precisely good theory that allows us to extract relevant data and see regularities and structures in the seeming information chaos of the surrounding world. During the course, students learn some of the contemporary social theories (Bataille, Habermas, Bourdieu, Luhmann, Lyotard, Jameson, Boltanski, Flusser), acquiring the sensitivity necessary to understand the complex phenomena and processes that make up the fabric of modern society.
	

	The Main Bioethical Issues
	Dr Joanna Smakulska
	The course aims to present the main problems of bioethics which is an interdisciplinary field that borders on biology, medicine, philosophy, sociology and psychology. In a wider perspective, it is a branch of ecological ethics, which in its deliberations covers all forms of life. The lectures will concern issues related to the rights and interests of animals, indicate the differences in approach to nature in shallow and deep ecology. A narrower approach to bioethics is medical ethics, which has practical aims in a situation of increasing divergence between scientific progress and traditional morality. Discussing specific bioethical problems, such as, for example, abortion or transplantation, will illustrate the growing conflict between perceptions of human life in terms of value and quality.
	Articles on bioethics in English, e.g.: Gonzalo Villanueva, Against Animal Liberation? Peter Singer and His Critics;

Bobbie Farsides, Is there such a thing as a life not worth living?

	Cognitive Processes in Human Brain
	Mgr Olgierd Borowiecki
	How does the brain underlie conscious experience, attention, and mind? How do we understand these terms in light of contemporary neuroscientific research? In this class, we explore philosophically grounded questions that can be addressed by relevant neuroscience findings. Specifically, we discuss how different brain networks underlie what philosophers understand as the world, body, theory of mind, and the mind itself. The course heavily relies on research in clinical psychology, evolutionary biology, and ecological psychology, as well as on insights from computer science. Given the interdisciplinary scope, the course aims to develop a coherent understanding of the key concepts used in cognitive sciences. 


	Basic understanding of the philosophy of mind and epistemology, such as the mind-body problem, extended mind, and representations. 


Constant, A., Clark, A., & Friston, K. J. (2021). Representation wars: Enacting an armistice through active inference. Frontiers in Psychology, 11, 598733.


Iriki, A., & Taoka, M. (2012). Triadic (ecological, neural, cognitive) niche construction: a scenario of human brain evolution extrapolating tool use and language from the control of reaching actions. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 367(1585), 10-23.

Uddin, L. Q., Yeo, B. T., & Spreng, R. N. (2019). Towards a universal taxonomy of macro-scale functional human brain networks. Brain topography, 32(6), 926-942.

	Philosophie francaise contemporaine
	Prof. Małgorzata Kowalska 
	Le cours est consacre aux problemes choisis de la philosophie francaise du XXe siècle, surtout d’orientation phenomenologique (Sartre, Merlau-Ponty, Levinas) et/ou “post-structuraliste” (Foucault, Lyotard, Deleuze, Derrida). L’accent sera mis sur la dimension morale et politique des idees examinees.  Le choix precis des auteurs et des problemes depend de l’interet des participants. 
	J.-P. Sartre, L’existentialisme est un humanism; L’Etre et le neant; Situations philosophiques (fragments);
M. Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenologie de la perception; L’Humanisme et la terreur; Les aventures de la dialetique (fragments)

E. Levinas, Totalite et Infini (fragments).

Małgorzata Kowalska, Dialectics beyond dialectics. Essay on totality and difference (Peter Lang, 2015).

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


